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FELLOW CITIzENs: 

At the present time it is of the highest importance that correct 
views and principles should be placed before the people, thus 
contributing to the progress of sound opinion. 

The chief of all the changes demanding public attention is | 
integrity in public affairs. An administration regarding free- 
dom of government as the right of each’ member to scramble 
for emoluments and honors for himself and party, instead of 


_, rendering faithful service to the country, has long held almost 


ee 


plenary possession of power. This is the most prolific source 


of all the national troubles, Reform in this respect is the 
- course on which the people most strenuously insist. Every 


other question should be subordinated to this single one, which 
has now long and loudly demanded settlement. The gteat ob- 
stacle to the fulfillment of the patriotic purposes of the people | 


~ isthe old plan of dividing those who mean well. If those who 


think alike will vote alike, their cause is safe. _ Integrity and 
fair dealing are so intimately blended with other sound prin- 
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_ ciples in practical politics, that when this vantage-ground is 
gained there will be less disagreement than may be commonly 
expected on the otner leading topics of the times. =. 

The essential truth that ‘‘ honesty is the best policy,’ has 
long been laid aside with, many forgotten errors, and its prac- 
tical application is alike the great need of the times and de- 
mand of the people. Through it only is the way to economy, 
diminished taxation, and renewed confidence and prosperity. 
Without it there can be no reliable reform, and the people 
will continue to be wronged either by commending evil doc. 
trines, or by intrigues robbing sound principles of their pro- 
per effect. Integrity in those who make our laws and manage 
public affairs is as needful to the well-being of the people as 
a firm footing and a pure atmosphere are to the progress and 
life of individuals. 

The remedy is in the hands of the people. They can insist 
that: merit—integrity and ability—not merely zeal in political 
intrigues, shall be the qualification for all appointment and 
elections to office and retention in them. No laws or constitu- 
tion, however admirable, can.secure the public interests if 
our citizens themselves become indifferent or inactive in public 
affairs. 


oe 


We have reached.a period when the attention of the nation ~ 


is strenuously directed towards the reformation of the abuses 
which have attained unprecedented proportions under the 
management of the Republicans. As the people are now com- 
pelled to practice economy themselves, they expect that those 
to whom the administration of their Government is entrusted 
will conform to the same standard. Recent investigations 
show that from Washington and the District of Columbia to 
the furthest homes of the wild Indian tribes, the management 
of the party in power is permea'ed by extravagance and cor- 
ruption. Exposures are sometimes made, and leading Repub- 
licans do not hesitate to admit that reforms in almost every |. 
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department of the Government are indispensable. Yet, when 
particular party-doings are reached, the party which is re- 
sponsible for them first opposes those who make the charges, . 
and when they can be no longer resisted, screens the offenders 
from deserved punishment, while it makes a merit of per- 
mitting any exposures of itsown crimes. Credible assertions 
are made that the United States are defrauded of at least one- 
fourth of their rightful revenue, through the misconduct 
of the officials intrusted with its collection. Incalculably 
greater injury is inflicted on the people by the preventible 
evils in legislation and other forms. 

Since the Republican party has been in power, it has given 
to corporations and monopolies an area of the public land ex- 

ceeding, by nearly forty thousand square miles; that of the 
dimensions of no less than thirteen of the most important 
States of the Union, including the extensive States of New 
York, Pennsylvania, Ohio and Indiana. The extent to. which 
other abuses have been carried can never be known, unless 
there is a change in the personnel of the Administration. Per- 
severing investigation has been made by a Democratic Con- 
gress during the last session, but further inquiries are abso- | 
lutely necessary, not only to arrest thepresent wrongs, but as 
the best means of discovering the proper measures for lasting 
reform and improvement. 

The masses of the people everywhere are anxious for a return 
to the sound principles on which our Government. is founded. 
Enormous wrongs, it is universally admitted, have been per- 

_petrated under the Republican Administration. The prac- 
tical question at the approaching election is, whether leaders 
of the party which has committed them should be trusted and” 
retained in positions of the highest responsibility and. confi- 
dence. To this there can be only one reasonable answer. 
After we have repeatedly seen the party in power attempt to 
screen offenders and thwart the efforts of Democrats to expose 


° 6 


them until the exposures became too rank and flagrant to be 
_any longer suppressed, further confidence is absolutely repug- 
nant to common sense, the principles of which are the same in 
affairs of State and ordinary life. 

. Four years ago, in the national platform of the Repsblicata 
the party pledged itself to the enactment of laws which would 
‘‘make honesty, efficiency, and fidelity the essential gualifi- 
cations for office.’ But such-exposures have throughout 
that period been make and will probably continue to be made, 


as incalculably exceed those which at any previous time 


would have irretrievably condemned any Administration or 
party. They give us startling’glimpses of the evils which 
leaven the whole system. The Republican Congress, not only 
abandoned. the effort to reform, and in spite of frequent 
pledges of economy, the ordinary expenditures of the Admin- 
istration in 1874 far exceeded those of any year since 1868. 
The same Congress voted for $40,000,000 of additional taxes, 
a sam which alone is two thirds of the whole cost of the 
Government of the United States, in its last year of Demo- 
cratic rule. In 1875 notwithstanding the urgent necessity of 
economy, the net ordinary expenditures were almost exactly 
the same as the average of the five previous years. Under ‘the 
present administration the number of employes in the civil 


service, has been needlessly almost doubled, having increased . 


from fifty-four thousand in 1869, to one hundred and two 
thousand in 1876. 

Eleven years ago, and repeatedly since that time, the Repub- 
lican party proclaimed that a return to specie payments was one 


of its cardinal principles, and yet we are now further from it 


and the greenback is more depreciated than it was six years 
' ago. The party has practically persevered in. the fictions by 
_ which it imperiled the credit of the nation and impoverished 
the people. Nothing has been done to promote commerce, — 
restore the American flag to its former proud position on the, 
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ocean, revive manufactures, or relieve all classes, and replen- 
‘ish the Treasury by means of a revenue tariff. 


A striking instance of the gross neglect of our shipping and. 
commercial interests by the party in power, is the disaster 
which under their policy has overtaken our shipping trade 
with foreign countries. Before 1860, 75 to 80 per cent. of our 
foreign commerce was in American vessels. The proportions 
are now almost literally reversed, over 72 per cent. being 
carried in the vessels of other countries. Of our whole 
foreign carrying trade, little more than one-fourth is under 
our own flag. The earnings of;the trade were recently esti- 
mated by the Secretary of, the Treasury to be more than a 
hundred millions of dollars yearly. In 1872 the amount paid 
to foreign steamships for freight and passage money was 
$134,742,441. When we consider that such sums are paid 
annually, and that our ship-owners, sailors, and’ others form- 
erly enjoyed the pre-eminence and chief profits in a trade now 
so nearly monopolized by foreigners, it is plain that a liberal and 
comprehensive change is needed in legislation. Upon similar 


principles, judiciously applied, a strong stimulus could be 


given to the exports of many manufactures, and the additionak 
labor employed in their production would increase the demand 
for agricultural products and the home consumption of those- 
manufactures to which the condition of our country is espe- 
cially adapted. 

In striking contrast with the long-continued extravagance 
of those in power is the course pursued by the Democratic 
party in the House of Representatives last session, when, for 
the only time in many years, it obtained a majority. It was - 
at first fettered by a rule established by the Republicans, that 
no law as to appropriations, upon an appropriation bill, 


should be repealed, or even modified, unless it had the assent 


of two-thirds of the members. Wise efforts in favor of econo~" 
my encountered the bitter and persevering efforts of the Re- 
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publican Senate. Yet against all the obstacles placed in its way 
the Democrats effected a reduction within a fraction of $30,- 
000,000 from the appropriations of the previous year by the 
Republicans. This is an annual relief of over a hundred thou-_ 
sand dollars from the burden of the tax-payers in each Congres- 
sional district throughout the country, and nearly three mil- 
lions and a half to the State of New York. It is ove. fifty-five 
‘millions less than the amount asked by the Administration, ; 
and yet ten millions more than it would have been but for the 
opposition of the Republican ‘Senate. In the State of New 
York, under Democratic rule, taxation for the present year 
has been reduced nearly eight millions of dollars as compared 
with 1874, and the saving to the county of New York alone is 
nearly four millions. 

The oppression of the Southern people by the party in 
power invites the most serious consideration at the present 
time. My views as to the Northern States are those expressed 
by President Grant when, before he was trammeled by partisan 
considerations and after careful inspection of the Southern 
States, he expressed satisfaction that ‘‘the mass of the 
Southern people accepted the situation of affairs in good 
faith,’ that the questions which formerly divided the senti- 
ments of the people of the two sections are regarded by the 
South as forever settled by the highest tribunal, and that — 
“immediately after the close of the rebellion there was a very 
fine feeling manifested in the South, and that we ought to 
take advantage of it as.soon as possible.’’ Instead of tak- 
ing this, the only right course and the only course in accordance 
with the interests of the people of the North, the national - 
Government has been wrongfully represented in the South by 
corrupt men. 

Part of the evil influence of the infamous adventurers who 
have been aided by the civil power of the administration and 
the army itself, and have united with the managers of their 


\ 
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. party elsewhere to use the colored vote, first to control and 


rob the South, next. to aid in governing and despoiling the’ 


people of the North, is clearly shown by an examination of the 
debts and liabilties incurred in the Southern States since the 
close of the war. At that. time, the amount in Georgia and 
"Texas was merely nominal, but on January Ist, 1872, as shown 
in the Ku-Klux report of that year, it was over fifty millions 
‘in the former and twenty millions in the latter State. Since 
the war ended, up to January, 1870, the debts and liabilities 
of the various Southern States grew from eighty-seven millions 
to three hundred and. sixty-two millions—a net increase of 
over two hundred and seventy-five millions. This vast sum has 


mainly been squandered or stolen, not fairly invested for the - 


benefit of the people to whom it belonged, and the true value 
of whose property during the ten years between 1860 and 1870 
was diminished to the amount of over two thousand millions 
of dollars, as shown by the census of the United States. 

The most serious results must follow to the people of the 
whole Union, if, under an usurped power, the continuation of 
military interference and despotism such as have been con- 
spicuously exemplified in Georgia, Louisiana and Arkansas, 
and now existing, is permitted. The beneficial restoration of 
concord and the Union can only be effected by fair dealing 
and constitutional liberty. 

If we consider the importance of the welfare of the South- 
ern States with a view simply to our own interests, we cannot 


fail to see how greatly the prosperity of our merchants and ~ 


jawyers depends upon theirs. The exports of the Southern 
States for the last five years were almost twice as large as all 
the interest on the National debt during the same time, and 
were, at least, equal in amount to three-fourths of the exports 
of the North. Thus we see at a glance how deeply we are 


concerned in the welfare both as furnishing means for paying — 


the National debt, and as a market on which the profits of our 


’ 
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, merchants and the employment of our people so greatly de- 
pend. / 

-" However great the financial blunders through which the 
National debt is now far larger than it ought ta have been, the 
money advanced was paid in good faith, based on the promises 
of the nation, and its honor and credit require that both in- 
terest and principal shall be paid in coin. The people, with- 

out regard to party, united with great promptitude and bra- 
very in. the preservation of the Union, and submitted to the 
most exorbitant taxation and exactions without a murmur. 
When the war was over, it was generally expected that heavy: 
taxation would cease ; but, instead of this, the burdens have 
continued, and seven hundred millions of direct and indirect 
taxes, besides the needlessly extravagant and profligate cost of 
collecting them, have been taken from the people, although 
that payment could well have been deferred until the financial 
condition of the country would better have enabled our citi- 
zens to meet it. The determination:of the people to pay the 
debt, the known magnitude of our resources, and the rapid- 
ity of their development, are such, that after the resumption 
of specie payment its gradual reduction may be anticipated. 

The approach to specie payments should be by such pru- 
dent measures as will leave no cause for reaction, and: inter- 
fere as little as possible with the relations of debtors and 
creditors, giving individuals ample time to prepare for a new 
condition of affairs. The Republican party, while professing 
to be in favor of a return to a sound currency, has constantly 
evaded it in practice. In the Forty-third Congress it re- 
pealed the delusive pledges it had previously made, by an- 
nouncing that, in four years, specie payments should be re- 
newed, but up to the present time has accompanied the reso- 
lution by no act to render it effective. 

On every point the Administration and leaders of the Re-- 
publican party have amply proved that. however specious 
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their promises may be, no confidence can be placed in them, 
and at the last Congressional election the people, by an over- 
whelming vote and by a common impulse throtghout: the 


Union, recorded an emphatic verdict of condemnation. It is 
only to the Democratic party'that we can look with expecta- 


tion of reform. We need a restoration of cordial harmony 


% between the North and the South, and conciliation of the 


races. Can we have any hope of these benefits from the party 
which has fostered discord and relies upon it for a continua- 
tion of these things which it most desires? Are we to expect 
a purer government from thesparty which, for the benefit of 
its own members; has doubled the number of its office-holders 


‘at a time when the work to be done was diminished? After 


the stupendous financial blunders now acknowledged by 


leading Republicans, and which probably doubled the cost of. 


the war, are we to look to the same party for extrication 
from difficulties into which it has plunged us? Can we 
expect from it sincere investigation into its own wrong-doings, 
or fair treatment of charges against its own members from 
exposure of which guilt it would suffer? It would 
be unreasonable to trust for such a reduction of: taxation, 


for such revenue'reform, and extension of markets for the pro- 


ducts of our industry as are needed, to the party which has al- 
ready, by its anti-commercial policy, brought embarrassment 
and ruin upon so large a portion of mercantile and laboring 
population. Under these considerations, it is clear that the 


mission of the Republicans has ended, and that a new | 


party should take possession of the reins of power, and revive 
those interests which are so important to the people at large. 
No matter how well meaning the Presidential candidate of 
the Republicans may be, it would be impossible for him to 
be an effective supporter of reform and retrenchment. He 


_ would, from the moment of his election, be surrounded by those 


who, with theiradherents, ineluding over a hundred thousand 
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‘office-holders, constitute the present Republican party and 
profit by the taxes wrung fromthe hard earnings of the 
people. They would be the power behind his office, and he 
would become a tool in their hands. On‘ the contrary, a Dem- 
_ocratic President, with a Democratic Cabinet, fresh from the 
people, and representing their principles and wishes, would, 
from the absolute necessity of their position, be compelled to 
enforce measures of economy and integrity, and reform the 
abuses against which they protest, which have been created 
by the Republicans, and for whic h they are responsible. 

It is not only the success of the Democratic candidate for 
the Presidency that is important to the people. It is essential 
to the restoration of national prosperity that the Democratic 
party should retain its preponderance in the House of Repre- 
sentatives. My record asa member of that House for the four 
terms during which you have honored me with your confidence, 
is open to you all, and well known to nearly all who are be- 
fore me. I have always regarded it as of the first importance 
that Congress should steadily indicate a rigid deter- 
mination to restore the currency to a _ sound basis 
at the earliest term consistent with the business inter- 
ests of the country; that -the paper dollar may be 
convertible into coin at the option of the owner, and be as 
valuable as a dollar in gold. By adherence to this course, 
business would gradually adapt itself to the new basis with- 
out injury to the business interests of the country. Confidence 
would return, and, with it, prosperity would prevail. My 
vote has always been in favor of such measures as will pro- 
mote harmony in the Southern States, and make the Union, 
with its attendant benefits, a union more and more fully in 
spirit and in substance. I have endeavored to promote sucha 
reform and simplification of the tariff as will restore our ton- 
nage, stimulate manufactures, and extend our commerce, while 
it will at once increase the revennie and lighten the burden of tax- 
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ation. I have especially labored for the establishment of such 


an extension of our commercial relations with adjacent. coun- 
tries as could not fail to be: mutually beneficial to all parties 

interested in them. My views on these and other subjects, 

are already familiar to many who are now present, and if 

again returned to Congress, you shall find me in the future, 
as I have been in the past, an earnest and consistent supporter 

of your interests, and of those principles and measures which 

conduce most to the welfare of our country. 


